
 

Tree Board 
~Agenda~ 

http://www.ci.moraine.oh.us/ 
 

Clerk of Council 
937-535-1005 

 
December 16, 2025 5:15 PM 

 
 
I. Call to Order 

II. Approval of Minutes 

 A. Tree Board Meeting Minutes - October 21, 2025 

III. Business 

 A. 2025 Tree City USA Status - Application Submitted 

 B. Tree Board Article - Winter Care for Trees in Ohio 

IV. Other Business 

V. Adjournment 
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RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS 

 
 

 Minutes of Tree Board Held October 21, 2025   
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Call to Order 

Meeting called to order 5:33 PM. 
 
Sylvia Harlow Chair Present 
Patricia Bond Member Present 
Sharon Duff Member Present 
Jeanie Gay Member Present 
Erica Grooms Member Present 
 
Staff Present:  Parks and Recreation Director Brent Shane; Building and Zoning Administrator 
Brent Carpenter 

Approval of Minutes 
 

Tree Board Meeting Minutes - August 19, 2025 

Mrs. Harlow asked if there were any changes or corrections to the August 19, 2025, Tree Board 
meeting minutes.  Hearing none, the minutes were approved as submitted. 

Business 

Parks and Recreation Director Brent Shane covered the Tree Board meeting in the absence of 
City Planner Nick Sorice.   

2025 Tree City USA 

Mr. Shane said City staff is working on the Tree City USA application which is due December 
2, 2025.  He stated a lot of work goes into the application process.  He reported that the Arbor 
Day Proclamation was completed in April, the Street Division is maintaining the City-owned 
trees, and the Parks and Recreation Department held an Arbor Day event where tree saplings 
were given away.  He noted that after the Vision Plan unfolds, hopefully that will be a great 
thing to add to the application.  He said he and Mr. Sorice look forward to giving the board an 
update on the Tree City USA status, and by the December 16, 2025, Tree Board meeting, the 
application will have been submitted.   

Winter Tree Care Article 

Mr. Shane reviewed the educational article regarding prepping trees for the colder weather, 
especially in southwest Ohio, to make sure the trees are healthy come springtime. 

Other Business 

There was no other business. 

Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 5:36 PM. 
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2025 Tree City USA Status - Application Submitted 
 

 
Department: Community Development 
Request: Staff Report 
 
Item Background and Purpose: 
The application for the 2025 Tree City USA Status is pending at the regional review. Once reviewed, it 
will go to the state for review, then the arbor day foundation. This application was submitted on 
December 1, 2025 with the due date of December 2, 2025.  

 
 
Attachments: 
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Tree Board Article - Winter Care for Trees in Ohio 
 

 
Department: Community Development 
Request: Staff Report 
 
Item Background and Purpose: 
This article serves as an education piece to the Tree Board regarding the care for trees in Ohio during the 
winter season. This is an important tool for all homeowners and businesses regarding their trees and 
care.  

 
 
Attachments: 
 
1. Tips For Trees Damaged By Winter Weather in Ohio _ Independent Tree 
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 BACK TO BLOG (https://www.independenttree.com/seasonal-news-tips/)

Heavy snow and ice during the winter months can be particularly devastating to trees and other landscaping around your home. Broken branches,

trees that have split apart, leaning trees, and even fallen trees happen every winter here in northeast Ohio. While you, unfortunately, cannot control the

weather, you can take action now to help your trees recover in spring.

HOW TO CARE FOR TREES DAMAGED BY WINTER SNOW

AND ICE

December 16, 2021

12/10/25, 12:42 PM Tips For Trees Damaged By Winter Weather in NE Ohio | Independent Tree
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Here are some tips for surveying the damage (https://www.independenttree.com/tree-services/emergency-service/) to your trees and

beginning the post-winter clean-up:

IMMEDIATELY AFTER A SNOWSTORM OR ICE STORM

CHECK FOR OBVIOUS DANGER

SAFETY FIRST! Before you head outside, make sure there are no downed power lines. If you see any, do not go near them! Instead, call your utility

company right away to report it. Damaged and fallen power lines, as well as those tangled in tree branches, are a significant danger and one of the first

things to address after a storm (https://www.independenttree.com/winter-storms-ohio/).

Next (and from a safe distance), check for any broken tree limbs extending over your home, driveway, other structures, or areas where people are likely

to be. These safety hazards should be addressed immediately by a professional tree service.

If there are trees or limbs blocking the road or sidewalk, call your municipal public works department or the non-life-threatening emergency to report

the problem.

ASSESS YOUR TREES FOR SIGNS OF DAMAGE

Take a look at all the trees on your property after a winter storm, heavy snowfall, or freezing rain. You should also do this inspection at the end of winter

to make sure your trees are safe and ready for spring growth. If there are any structural issues with your trees

(https://www.independenttree.com/six-signs-that-it-is-time-to-remove-a-tree/), they’ll become more obvious (and potentially hazardous) with

the increased weight of spring foliage.

Here are the things to look for after a winter storm and before spring begins:

Hanging branches (these can drop at any time so stay well clear of any trees with hanging branches)

Broken branches

Torn bark

Trees and branches bent under the weight of snow and/or ice

A tree that has split apart (this is common in Bradford pears and multi-stemmed trees)

Any signs that a tree is beginning to lean, or a tree that’s clearly leaning

Broken or missing leader (the main upward branch)

Broken or damaged cabling (these can be difficult to evaluate without a closer inspection)

Split or cracked branches (these may not be obvious or visible from the ground)

Some of the damage will be obvious (like fallen branches littering your lawn), but some of it likely won’t be. If you see winter storm damage to any of

your trees, you can assume that there’s also hidden damage. That’s why it’s always best to call in a tree care professional for a thorough inspection.
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BEFORE SPRING BEGINS

LOOK FOR SIGNS OF SALT BURN

If your trees are located near a road, they may have been exposed to salt spray from passing cars. And trees growing near areas where snow from drives

and walkways is piled up will also be exposed to salt as the snow melts and leaches into the soil.

Trees are not equipped with the defense mechanisms necessary to protect themselves from the detrimental effects of the salt.

(https://www.independenttree.com/prevent-salt-damage-trees-shrubs-northeast-ohio/) Look for signs of salt damage in spring, as well as

throughout the growing season; some damage doesn’t become apparent until later in the year.

Common signs of winter salt injury include:

Brown, dead leaves and needles on evergreens

This is most likely on trees that are exposed to salt spray from nearby roads and will start to be visible during the winter. Over time, the trees

start to drop leaves/needles and branches become bare.

On deciduous trees, salt injury symptoms include :

reduced green leaf coloration,

smaller leaves with scorched margins,

thin crowns with sparse leaves and dying twigs and branches,

early fall coloration and leaf fall,

tufting and clumping of foliage, and

small growth rings.

In spite of your best efforts, salt damage is a fact of winter life here in the northeast Ohio area. But there are some things you can do to reduce the

amount and severity of injury to your trees, shrubs, and perennials.

>> Learn how to prevent and minimize salt injury to trees (https://www.independenttree.com/prevent-salt-damage-trees-shrubs-northeast-

ohio/)

ASSESS THE CONDITION OF YOUR TREES

Evaluate your tree for overall health in addition to any storm damage. Many of the fast-growing trees that Northeast Ohio homeowners plant for shade,

such as elms, silver maples, birches, and willows, have brittle wood that is especially susceptible to breaking. Weak crotch unions, such as those on

Bradford pears, can easily split under the added weight of snow and ice.

Often, the trees that suffer severe damage have considerable rot and decay that may not be apparent to a homeowner. That’s where a regular tree

inspection by a certified arborist can make a world of difference – it’s easier and less expensive to proactively treat a tree before damage occurs than it

is to “fix” or remove it later.
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RECENT ARTICLES

BE REALISTIC ABOUT REPAIRS YOU CAN DO YOURSELF

Some damage to your trees is not visible or obvious from the ground. Harsh winter conditions can cause limbs high in the treetops to split or break,

which will create a hazard during any future strong wind storms.

Do not be tempted to climb a ladder while operating a chainsaw or other equipment. It can be extremely dangerous to try to address this damage

without the help of a professional arborist.

ASK, “TO SAVE OR NOT TO SAVE?”

It’s not always easy to determine whether the condition of the tree warrants efforts to save it or if it should be removed

(https://www.independenttree.com/tree-services/tree-removal/). If you’re not sure, give us a call. We always prefer to save a tree if that’s a

realistic option, but we’ll give you an honest assessment and recommendation so you can make the final decision based on accurate and complete

information.

Generally, it only makes sense to attempt tree repair if a major portion of the tree is still intact. If the whole side or top is gone, it’s questionable whether

it is worth spending the time and money to salvage the tree. While removing a large, mature tree is not desirable, the smart choice may be to replace it

with a new tree.

Winter in Northeast Ohio is a delicate balance of keeping yourself and others safe from slips and falls on icy surfaces and keeping your plants and trees

safe from salt damage.

Remember that Independent Tree is here to help you (https://www.independenttree.com/request-an-estimate/) with each step of post-

winter tree recovery. Give us a call today at 440-367-8807 or email us at .

SCHEDULE A PROPERTY INSPECTION

Contact Independent Tree to schedule a property inspection where we will check for signs of winter damage.

info@independenttree.com

CONTACT US (HTTPS://WWW.INDEPENDENTTREE.COM/REQUEST-AN-ESTIMATE/)
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